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solutions	has	been	described	 in	previous	 studies	 (Azbel	 et	 al.,	 2014;,	 Dvoryak,	&	Altice	 2014	;	Grund,	Latypov	&	Harris,	 2013	 ;	 Skrowronek,	Celinski	&	Chowaniec,	 2012	 ;	Chintalova-Dallas,	Case	 ,	 Kitsenko,	&	Lazzarine,	 2009)	 to	 include



















































































People	 who	 engaged	 in	 homebrewing	 described	 the	 unstable	 nature	 of	 the	 online	 AAS	 market	 and	 consequent	 reduced	 availability	 of	 good	 quality	 AAS	 as	 the	 primary	 motivator	 for	 home	 production	 of	 AAS.	 While













































































































Reticence	to	engage	with	medical	professionals	has	been	documented	 in	the	 literature	with	regard	to	people	who	 inject	AAS	(;	Pope,	Kanayama,	 Ionescu-Pioggia,	&	Hudson,	2004;	Zanhow,	McVeigh,	Ferris,	&	Winstock).	This	positions	online
communities,	AAS	‘gurus’	and	veterans	as	the	primary	sources	of	 information	regarding	dosing,	sterilization	and	 injecting	drug	use,	a	phenomenon	similarly	documented	 in	the	homemade	 illicit	drug	 literature	(Van	Hout	&	Hearne,	2015).	Due	to	the
contradictory	suggestions	made	within	discussion	threads,	advice	given	may	complicate	existing	drug	use	patterns,	escalate	dosing	or	put	people	who	home	brew	at	risk	of	engaging	in	unsafe	practices	leading	to	SSTIS	and	BBV.










amongst	a	distinct	group	of	 individuals	through	an	exploration	of	their	exchanges	in	 internet	forums.	A	subcultural	 leaning	towards	home	chemistry	and	the	lay	manufacture	of	drugs	for	personal	use	in	a	prohibitionist	 landscape
underpins	the	broader	risk	environment	for	people	who	are	confronted	with	poor	quality	PIEDs	and	financial	losses	from	UGL.	For	people	who	inject	AAS,	home	brewing	may	present	as	a	rational	alternative	to	a	problematic	climate	for
purchasing	well	sourced	and	high	quality	AAS	products.	Diversification	of	the	AAS	online	market	in	this	regard	increases	legal	and	clinical	implications	regarding	infection,	contamination	and	high	strength	dosing.	Policy	makers	and
treatment	providers	should	be	cognisant	of	the	presentation	of	harms	associated	with	homemade	PIED	production	and	use.	Further	research	in	this	area	will	be	of	benefit	to	healthcare	workers,	treatment	providers	and	policy	makers
particularly	as	this	relates	to	evidence	informed	and	targeted	harm	reduction	policies	and	effective	public	health	interventions.
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